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Resurrection is defined as the 

revitalization or revival of something.  

In Christianity, we immediately are 

drawn by the word to the risen savior, 

Jesus.  For the month of April, I want us 

to revitalize our hearts and minds, to be 

Resurrection People.  Remember in March we sacrificed; 

now we will resurrect.   

We used Romans 12:1-2 in March which states: 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
 

worship. 
 
Do not be conformed to this world,

 
but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 

may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” 

Using the same verse for April, the focal word of the verses 

for us will be renewal--dare I substitute revitalize or even 

resurrection?  What aspects of our lives need to be 

resurrected?  To answer that, we must search ourselves and 

assess what has died or needs to.  Have we placed too much 

time, treasure or talent into an activity, a hobby, a job or 

some other aspect of life or perhaps not enough time?  

Have we drifted so far from our personal connection with 

God that we cannot feel the life giving power of his spirit 

within us?  That may not be everyone’s story; some of us 

might feel very near to God. In that case are we fully alive 

and well in Christ’s grace and mercy or perhaps working a 

bit too hard in our own strength.  It is different for each of 

us.   

The point is this: we must continually resurrect the 

POWER of God within ourselves.  We must scratch away 

the chaff of life and allow fresh spiritual connection to the 

Lord who calls on us to renew (resurrect) ourselves through 

renewal of our hearts and minds.   

In the exchange between Nicodemus and Jesus (John 3), 

Nicodemus asks how a man who is older can be reborn.  

Jesus tells him the birth is a spiritual one from water and 

the Holy Spirit.  On Easter Sunday, we will witness the 

baptism of several and have an 

opportunity to celebrate 

reaffirmation of our own 

baptisms.  It is an opportunity 

for everyone present to resurrect 

the spiritual connection to the 

Lord we all share. It will be a 

chance to renew our hearts and 

minds as Paul suggests to the 

Romans.  Will we take the 

opportunity to begin afresh?  To be 

resurrected, spiritually,to become Resurrection People?   

Each day we are faced with the choice to live for Christ or 

something else.  The choice is not easy.  Through the 

POWER of God we can live fresh and resurrected every 

day.  It is a choice we make.  The choice is individual and it 

is corporate.  As a church, will we make the corporate 

choice to live fresh, resurrected daily or walk like so many 

dead creatures across the land scape of an apocalyptic 

television show?  Christ calls us to rise up and be a people 

of Resurrection.  Jesus rose out of the tomb so that we 

might have life.  Now we must rise up out of the tomb and 

live the life he has promised so that we might teach 

resurrection through our actions, our words and our lives. 

So this April, let’s rise up and be the Resurrected People 

God has made us to be.  Let’s show the world the POWER 

of WE, the people of God, the Resurrected of Christ who 

come together and form the people who are known as 

Eastlawn United Methodists. 
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Preaching Series 

April 2018 

A Month of Resurrection 
 

 

April 1 (Easter Sunday) 

Flowering the Cross / Confirmation Celebration / 

Baptism of 5 / Communion (by Intinction) 

Scripture: Various 

Message: Liturgical Celebration of 

Easter/Confirmation 

 

April 08 

Scripture: Philippians 4:4-9 

Message: “Resurrection of Our Mind” 

Reading: Psalm 71:1-6 

 

April 15 

Scripture: I Timothy 4:6-10 

Message: “Resurrection of Our Body” 

Reading: Psalm 100 

 

April 22 

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-10 

Message: “Resurrection of Our Soul” 

Reading: Psalm 19:7-10 

 

April 29 

Scripture: I Corinthians 10:23-33 

Message: “Resurrection of Our Life” 

Reading: Psalm 150 

 

 

 

 

EASTER DAY – APRIL 1 
 

In preparation of Easter, the following program 

is scheduled. You are invited to attend and 

enjoy the service of celebration of our Risen 

Lord.  

 

 8:30 worship in the garden 

(Weather and project permitting) 

 9:30 Church wide fellowship breakfast 

Served by Methodist Men 

 No Sunday School. 

 11:00 Worship and Confirmation 

Celebration with flowering of the cross.  

 

NO Sunday evening services Easter day. 
 

Mamie Kimbrough Bake Sale 
 

The Mamie Kimbrough Circle 

will hold a bake sale on Easter 

Sunday, April 1st, at 9:30 until 

all goods are sold. 

Proceeds from the bake sale will 

go to fund our First Responders Luncheon plus 

other mission projects.  

Circle members hope you will purchase your Easter 

dessert from us. 

 

Lay Servant Class 
 

The 2018 Lay Servant Class will be held on April 

7
th

 at Beauvoir UMC. Should you have any 

questions, please contact Maureen Fields at 

maureenfields@gmail.com. Please contact Pastor 

Andy if you are interested or have any questions. 
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Mar 1 9:00a Bible Study 

 

 

April 1 8:30a Early Easter Worship 

 9:30a Church-Wide Breakfast 

  NO Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

April 3 7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

April 4 NO Activities-Spring Break week 

April 7 8:30a-Our Daily Bread Ministry 

  Confirmation FUN Day 

April 8 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 5:00p Adult Bible Study 

 6:00p Youth Worship 

April 9 6:00p-NOW Committee Meeting 

April 10 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

April 11 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Bible Study 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

April 12 10:15a Mamie Kimbrough Circle to 

  Sassy’s for lunch 

April 15 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 5:00p Adult Bible Study 

 6:00p Worship 

April 17 7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

April 18 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Bible Study 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

April 22 8:00a Early Worship Service 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 5:00p Adult Bible Study 

 6:00p Youth 

April 24 7:30a Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

 

April 25 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

April 29 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p-EASTLAWN IDOL 

April 30 6:00p Delores Engel Circle Mtg in Parlor 

 

 

April 1 .............. Jonnie Rayborn 

April 2 .............. Matthew Eldridge 

 Kelli Green 

 Rachel Poole 

April 3 .............. Jerry McPhail 

April 4 .............. Richard Chapuis 

April 5 .............. Bobby Rayborn, Jr. 

April 7 .............. Bobby Rayborn, Sr. 

 Michael Tillman 

April 8 .............. James Woodson 

April 11 ............ Courtney Culpepper 

 Theresa Gill 

April 15 ............ Amber Cox 

 Linda Tillman 

April 16 ............ Keith Morie 

 Doug Ros 

April 19 ............ Cathy Morie 

April 20 ............ Sarah Holder 

 Justin Tuck 

April 21 ............ Lesa Larsen 

April 24 ............ Faith Caswell 

April 27 ............ Tommy Holder 

April 29 ............ Sydney Cumbest 

 

 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

April 10  John & Angela Jeter 

April 24 Brice & Heather Wiggins 
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SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
 “Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians” 

This new study is led by Brother Andy. Everyone is 

welcomed to be part of this study. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Adult Bible Study 

April 11 – May 16 2018 

 

WHEN GOD’S SPIRIT MOVES 

 

In this six-session small group Bible 

study, pastor and bestselling author 

Jim Cymbala explores the person and 

work of the Holy Spirit to bring a 

fresh sense of God’s power to your 

church and your life. 

What happens when the Holy Spirit 

moves powerfully within a church? 

Through this six-session study you will learn how: 

 To make room for the Spirit’s action in your life 

and in your church 

 God wants to work through your gifts and 

talents to enable you to do what only he can do 

 To listen for the voice of the Spirit in prayer and 

how to apply God’s Word to your life 

 The Spirit can bring healing to your body, your 

emotions, and your relationships; how a life 

lived in the presence of the Spirit can transform 

the church and the world 

Your church can become a place where people regularly 

experience God’s presence and his power. 

Sessions include:  

 Agent in the Shadows 

 Power Source 

 The Best Bible Teacher 

 Water, Wind, and Fire 

 Who’s in Control? 

 Help When We Need it Most 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The THURSDAY morning Bible study group is 

changing to the WEDNESDAY morning Bible study 

group. “The Epic of Eden – Isaiah” by Sandra Richter 

will be the new study beginning Wednesday, August 29, 

2018. The Bible study group will be taking a summer 

break from after the April 5 meeting until August 29.  

The time will be the same from 9-11 a.m.   If interested 

in joining, please contact Opal Currie at 228-623-1666. 

 

G.I.F.T.E.D. YOUNG ADULT CLASS 

We will be studying a Max Lucado book called 
“Anxious for Nothing”. We meet from 9:45 until 
about 10:35 each Sunday morning. So, please, feel 
welcome to come join us.  Robin and Carl Weihing 
 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Friendship Sunday School Class meets in the 
conference room by 9:45. New members, old 
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday.  
 

JOYCE GARRETT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Joyce Garrett Class meets at 9:45 a.m.  In the 
month of April, we will be studying the Creeds and 
Councils by Justin Holcomb.  It will address the 
creeds, councils, catechisms, and confessions that 
are the emphasis of Christian belief and why it 
matters in our lives today. Please come join us! 

 

USHERS 

The Ushers for April are the Ladies. 

If you are willing to be an Usher, please contact me.  
(Carl Weihing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTERS FOR APRIL 

Opal Currie & Judy Ros 

tel:(228)%20623-1666
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Wednesday Night Dinner 

 

April 4 
NO DINNER 

April 11 

Red beans & rice w/sausage, cornbread, salad, 

tea & dessert 

April 18 

Mexican casserole, chips, salad, tea & dessert 

April 25 

Hamburgers, tater tots, tea & dessert 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

 

Would you like to put flowers in the 

church for Sunday Morning Worship 

in memory or honor of someone?  If 

you are interested: 

1. Please sign your name and 

phone number with the 

date on the flower calendar located in the 

ministry center hall. 

2. Contact the flower committee person for 

April, Charlotte Clement at 228-235-4282 to 

coordinate the details of your flowers.  

MAMIE KIMBROUGH CIRCLE  

APRIL MEETING 

 

On April 12th, Mamie Kimbrough Circle will meet for 

lunch at Sassy's Restaurant & Catering in Hurley.  

Brother Andy will give an inspirational devotion.  

Guests are invited to attend this meeting and enjoy food 

and fellowship. The bus will leave the church at 10:15 

for the 11:00 meal..  
 

Mamie Kimbrough Circle  

March 8
th 

Meeting 
 

On March 8th, members and 

guests of the Mamie Kimbrough 

Circle enjoyed hearing Mrs. Joy 

Ezell review the book Bad Girls 

of the Bible: And What We Can 

Learn from Them by Liz Curtis 

Higgs. Mrs. Ezell's inspirational 

and humorous review inspired 

many to want to read this book. 
 

BEN SUTHERLAND SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Applications are now being taken for the Dr. Ben 

Sutherland Scholarship. Consideration will be given 

based on need, membership in this church, grades, 

ACT/SAT score as well as the degree or training that 

will be pursued in college. The scholarship was 

originally intended for those who were pursuing a degree 

in the ministry or a ministry related field. Deadline for 

submitting the application will be May 1. Applications 

may be obtained in the church office. 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

 

Work continues on our 

Prayer/Memorial Garden. Our 

engraved bricks should be 

shipped in mid-April and put 

down soon afterwards.  

 

Thanks again for your help.  

Memorial bricks are available in 3 sizes.  You can 

choose the inscription of your choice and as many 

as you like to memorialize someone or thing that 

has been a great memory at Eastlawn UMC.  There 

are order forms at the church or if you have any 

questions, please call 228-762-2364.   

 

 

 

CHURCH SECURITY 

 

As part of our overall church security during 

worship, please note that the 

ministry center and the 

education buildings will be 

locked during Sunday 

worship times.  In order to 

access these locations during 

worship, please see the ushers 

in the narthex. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The Children's Sunday 
School has been 
learning about the 
Easter story. They have 
studied Palm Sunday 
and seen how Jesus 
rode on a donkey into 

Jerusalem. Hosanna! They 
saw how soldiers put a 
crown of thorns on Jesus 
head, and how Jesus died 
on the cross and shed his 
blood to forgive our sins. 
Then 

the stone 
was rolled away. Jesus 
is alive! The children 
also did a play of the 
Last Supper where 
Jesus washed the 
disciples’ feet and 
explained his death with 
bread and wine. It has been an informative 
and Christ-filled Lenten time for the children. 
 

The Beatitudes “Alive” 
 

For the last 8 weeks on 

Wednesday nights, our youth 

(grades 7-12) have studied, 

pondered, and reflected on what 

the Beatitudes from Jesus’ 

Sermon in the Mount say to us as 

followers of our Lord Jesus. We 

have spent our time sharing 

scripture and our own thoughts 

about how we can live these words of Jesus out in 

our daily lives at school, at home, with our friends, 

and in our personal lives. 

 
 
 

Eastlawn Idol Is Coming! 
 

On Sunday, April 29, at 6:00 p.m., our 
Eastlawn youth will sponsor our annual 
Eastlawn Idol fundraiser to help pay for 
our summer youth trip to Lake 
Junaluska. We have 17 youth signed 
up to attend this great spiritual life 
retreat which means we will require an 
additional van or SUV to get us there. 

Therefore, we need 
everyone to support 
our BIG show this 
year. In addition to 
our celebrity 
judges, Katie 
Scarey, Lionel 

Twitchy, and Luke Cryin’, we will have a 
multitude of fantastic acts. In our constant 
search for talent, we are asking anyone 
reading this announcement with any kind 
of “family-friendly” talent to call Robert 
(990-0737) and reserve your place in the 
show. This year our show will have a new 
host, Ryan Seacrest’s brother, the 

fabulous Dwayne Swampbottom.  
 

BENEFIT DINNER/CONCERT 
 

On Sunday, March 11, at 6:00 pm, 
Eastlawn UMC had a benefit 
dinner/concert to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of our church 
(1943-2018). 
 
The famous Celtic Band, Blarney 
Coast, provided the music while 
we all enjoyed a wonderful dinner served by our own 
youth. All proceeds went to assist our own Margie 
Hatcher with medical expenses.  
 
So a big THANK YOU to all 
who came and all who 
donated and participated in 
this wonderful event.  It’s just 
another example of God at 
work in his people through 

Eastlawn UMC.   
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachel Goff  Children’s Music Director 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 

FINANCIALLY FAITHFUL 

BUDGET FOR 2018 

$363,294.00 

TITHES 2018 (YTD) 

$90,100.00 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

$4,013.00 

BENEVOLENCE FUND 

$4,465.00 

 

If you are interested in having your tithes or 

building fund commitment automatically withdrawn 

from your checking account, you will find forms in 

the church foyer to aid in this.  If you need 

assistance, please call the church office or Beth 

Chapuis (424-4333) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IN THE NEWS 

 

Brother Andy in Jackson to offer the 

opening prayer for opening legislative 

session. He is pictured here with speaker 

Philip Gunn, Rep. Charles Busby and 

speaker pro-tem Greg Snowden. 
 

. 

 

 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 


